Experience with the deltopectoral flap.
The deltopectoral flap is a most versatile source of skin coverage or mucosal lining (or both). There is remarkable safety in the use of this flap in relation to its size, and there is only limited need for delay--because it pedicle is an axial flap. Nonetheless, the terminal part requires the attention to detail which any random flap requires--such as the avoidance of hematoma and infection and the prevention of tension, kinking, and angulation. This not only will ensure the safety of the flap, but also will prevent the rather common and annoying minor complications that delay the patient's convalescence.